
L&OVe December/January update 

The last few months have been extremely busy for active people in the group! 

Right at the end of November, we were approached by an officer from South Downs National Park 

Authority (SDNPA) with an invitation to join the partnership of organisations that had come together 

to put in a bid to DEFRA to become one of 12 Nature Improvement Areas (NIAs) announced in the 

recent government White Paper on The Natural Environment 

(http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/nia/).  After a rapid consultation round 

the group, Colin accepted this invitation on behalf of L&OVe. We have joined with 26 other 

organisations (including SDNPA, Natural England, The Environment Agency, several County Wildlife 

Trusts (including Sussex WT), several local authorities (including Lewes DC), Kew Gardens, RSPB, 

National Trust, several Water Companies …… etc.) in this venture.  A good deal of work went in to 

putting together a project information sheet for SDNPA (who are leading on our bid) on our 

potential role in the ‘South Downs Way Ahead’ proposed NIA. This proposal has been selected as 

one of the last 15 for assessment – 12 will be funded nationally. We should hear by the end of 

February whether the Partnership has been successful in its bid. 

The fact that the term ‘ecosystem services’ does not immediately appeal to people who are non-

specialists has been a concern of ours for some time. In October, John Parry suggested a new word 

for ecosystems services – ‘naturegain’. John launched the word at a Sustainable Sussex Forum and 

then on the SDNP on-line Forum; following this up with a short talk on Rocket Radio in early 

November. L&OVe would be very interested to hear people’s thoughts on whether this word has 

‘public appeal’. 

Colin took advantage of a trip to the Sustainability Centre in Hampshire, early in December, to liaise 

with staff from the SDNPA and discuss any interest there may be in the workshop tool we’re 

developing. Discussion covered the potential for interest by the Sustainability Centre in such a 

workshop …… something Colin plans to follow up with the Centre when time permits. 

Colin also put some time into keeping abreast of the many developments that are emerging on 

ecosystem services locally and nationally: The Natural Capital Initiative’s (NCI) Ecosystem Knowledge 

Network (EKN); Valuing Nature Network workshops; Sussex Local Nature Partnership ….. to name 

but a few! 

During January, we have been involved in several other bids for funding – including acting as delivery 

partners for a bid by the ‘Sustainable Ouse Valley Communities’ to the Big Lottery Fund’s 

Communities Living Sustainably Fund. 

Several group members have signed up for Sussex Local Partnership workshops: ‘Nature is good for 

your Health’ and ‘Local Communities and the Natural Environment’ in February. We’ve been asked 

to provide a short introductory talk on L&OVe for these workshops. 

The text for our poster for the SAC/SEPA conference: Valuing Ecosystems – Policy, Economic and 

Management Interactions has now been finalised and gone off for inclusion in the conference 

proceedings. Once we get permission to do so, we’ll make sure a copy is available via the L&OVe 

group page. 


